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DETAILED ACTION 

The application has been reviewed, and Claims 1-20 are pending. The objections and 
rejections are as stated below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35.U.S.C.-101-reads as follows: 



^fle e r Ve or n anv nt new *ZTZLV " a " d pr0CeSS ' machine ' manufacture, or composition of 

Claims 12-20 are rejected under 35 U S C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to a non-statutory subject matter. Specifically the method claims as presented 
do not claim a technological basis in the pre-amble and the body of the claim. Without a 
claimed basis, the claim may be interpreted in an alternative as involving no more than 
a manipulation of an abstract idea and therefore non-statutory under 35 U S C. 101. In 
contrast, a method claim that includes in the body of the claim structural / functional 
interrelationship which can only be computer implemented is considered to have a 
technological basis [See Ex parte Bowman, 61 USPQ2d 1669, 1671 (Bd. Pat. App. & 
Inter. 2001 ) - used only for content and reasoning since not precedential]. 

In order to over come the 101 rejections above, the following preamble is 
suggested: "A computer implemented method for ..." , or something similar. Also, in the 
body of the claim include structural/functional interrelationships that can only be 
computer implemented. Computer implementation is only type of technological basis, 
and there are other possibilities. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



by another who has fulfilled the " equi emeri ts of paraoraohs M V ,2? an^" TT^f?^* 00 
title before Hie invention thereof by the ^ppTcant^ f 0 P r patent ( * ^ <4) " Se ° 6 ° n 371(c) 0f •* 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by McNee, 
United States Patent Application Publication #20030065572. 

With regard to Claims 1, 12, McNee teaches a system and method comprising: 

identifying system participants and means for identifying one or more customers or for 
identifying one or more organizations with a cause; (Para. 32 Claim 1(c) ) 

nrS?5S2? °H e ° r T 8 cus,omers ° r one or more organizations with a cause and 
on. nrT d reC ° rding transac,ion da ta related to said one or more customers or sa"J 
one or more organizations with a cause; and (Para. 32 Claim 1(b) and 1(e)) 

Z^L^rl?^ 0 " data indiCafive of '^actions related to said one or more 
S«fl ? L d ° ne 0r m ° re or 9 anizat i°n with a cause, for producing cred t date 

BS5 SSSj g tranSaC "° nS t0 be Med t0 a astern 9 Parpen! 3 
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With regard to Claims 2, 13, McNee teaches a system and method comprising: 
said step of producing credit data, producing separate respective credit ri*» a for 

WO.regartloCteiTOS.M.McNwIeateasvslm.andmelhodcanpri^: 

With regard to Claims 4. 15, McNee teaches a system and method comprising- 

(PaTa "3? Ssl-S" 3 ° r indireC, ' y in resp ° nse 10 said data 

With regard to Claims 5, 16, McNee teaches a system and method comprising: 
said step of producing credit data, producing separate respective credit data 

With regard to Claims 6, 17, McNee teaches a system and method comprising- 

WW. regard to Clai™, 7, 18, McNee l.achas a system and method comprising- 
(Hara. 23 lines 1-9, Para. 24 lines 1-8) 
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With regard to Claims 8, 19, McNee teaches a system and method comprising: 

at least some of said system participants reacting to said transactions receive credit 

trt^Tnnt ^ ^ ^ edited ,0 said system Participants acting in said 

transactions. (Para. 23 lines 1-9, Para. 24 lines 1-8) 

With regard to Claims 9, McNee teaches a data-processing system comprising: 

_a central.data.processing site-connected to a communications-system 

(Figure 1 item #10) 

fpara^ints' 1 5 ) ° C8SSin9 Site averted >° said communications system; 

i^&zrsss> wi,h a sites connected ,o said c ~-«- s 

wfl^f h" 16 ' da l a P rocessin 9 site Producing data indicative of a transaction for a 
S n n f d ras P ectl * e organization with a cause, in response to a customer's purchase 

(Para 22 Tnes°5-9) <hr0U9h Said CUS '° mer d£ " a P rocessin 9 site i 

nfnH,? ntral d3ta P rocessin 9 site ' responsive to said data indicative of transaction 
n™£ 9 or f ( n K l2atlon Wlth a credit data indicative of at least a part of or 

n™S °M he amount . of said transaction credited to said designated respective 
organization with a cause site; and (Para. 24 lines 1 -3) »f»w've 

cS d dS al £X5A?£%** a record of said organization with a — 

With regard to Claim 10, McNee teaches a data-processing system comprising: 
an account manager site; and (Figure 1 item #10) 

nf^,^n ,ra ' data P rocessin 9 site responsive to said data indicative of a transaction 
producng account manager credit data indicative of at least a pad of or percentage of 
he amount of said transaction credited to said account manager site and PerCentage ° f 
(Para. 24 lines 1-3) 

g^gSSSS!!!^ a record of said account manager M 
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With regard to Claim 11, McNee teaches a data-processing system comprising: 
('fCTSSS C ° nneCted t0 ™ municati °" ^.em; 
?F^!tem V 14 d0r ^ * ™ 6 communi ^ion system; 

With regard to Claim 20, McNee teaches a system and method comprising- 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to ' 
applicant's disclosure: 

at"*" ' 6029M '' F « 6 ' *»»■ W««-B«« Custom 



Any-inquiry-conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Alpert whose te.ephone number is (703) 305- 
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4001. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:30. If attempts to reach 
the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiners supervisor, Vincent Millin 
can be reached on (703) 308-1065. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
JntomaO^ 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published app.ications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

James M. Alpert 

November 17, 2004 ' 



